
Under the shrouds-of secrecy 

I
F I HAVE got the right mes­
sage from Waiter Schwarz's 

review f John Bowden's book 
Jesus: e Unanswered Ques-
tions, I e to say that the au­
thor seems o be addressing the 
wrong ques · ns. 

People int t on pursuing a 
spiritual path within the con­
text of Cbris · ·ty are mostly 
not too concern with virgin 
births, physical urrections 
and the like. They d Jesus to 
be the pattern to fo w because 
of his consistent d 

· 
e of the 

power ofunconditio ove. No 
amount of scholarship ap. 
parently shake this inte reta­
tion of his teaching, ·eh 
never fails those who purs it 
"My kingdom is not of 

· 

world'' is the fundament 
inspiration. · 
Margery Still. 
Bridport. ... /.W.J l�\ zo JWte 
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Y
OU REPRODUCED (June 
17) from the Turin Shroud 

a face thought to be that of 
Christ printed in the fabric as 
an illustation with Waiter 
Schwarz's challenging review 
of the Rev Bowden's book 
Jesus: The Unanswered 
Questions. 

Some 70 years ago my father 
was Governor of Paramatta 
Gaol, Australia's oldest large 
prison. Convict-built soon after 
Australia was founded it inter­

. ested historia)\s. Several times I 
went with father as he ex­
plained points of ·interest to 
them. In the prison morgue the 
outline. of a human face could 
be seen clearly o� a glass win­
dow pane. It first appeared dur­
ing a violent electrical storm in . 
the last century. The body of a 
dead prisoner was lying on the 
slab. The ext remely small 
morgue is said to have been 
clouded with fumes from pow­
erful preservative drenching 
the co.rpse. A Oash of lightning 
blazed through the window and 
fumes coated the window like 
photographic emulsion. Thus 
the impression of the face. near 
the window-pane was fixed to 
the glass. 

Could the same process of 
chemicals . and lightning have 
printed the impression on The 
Shroud as happened when a 
forgotten convict's face became 
an etching because of lightning 
from the heavens? 
George Ivan Smith. . 
Stroud. 


